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the corporations, and though they proved unsuccessful in
most, they procured them from several of our most con-
siderable conforming corporations; and that too at a critical
juncture, when numbers of Scotch Presbyterians, who had
deserved well in the affair of the Union, and could not be
rewarded in England (where the Test Act was in force)
stood ready to overrun our preferments as soon as the Test
should be repealed in Ireland.

But after all when it came to a decisive trial in the House
of Commons, the dissenters were defeated.

When the managers found the House of Commons could
not be brought into that scheme of an expedient, to be
offered by them; their refinement upon this, was, to move
for an address, "That the House would accept of an ex-
pedient from her Majesty," but this also was rejected; for
by this project, the managers would have led the Queen
into this dilemma, either to disoblige the whole body of the
dissenters, by refusing to name the expedient, or else to
give up the conformists to the insults and encroachments
of the dissenters, by the repeal of that law, which was
declared by the House of Lords, to be the great security
of the Established Church, and of the English interest of
Ireland.

The next attempt they made against the Test was during
the government of Lord Wharton.1

The dissenters seemed more resolute now than ever, to
have the Test repealed, especially when his Excellency had
declared from the throne, "that they were neither to be
persecuted nor molested." For they who had all along
called the Test Act a persecution, might reasonably con-
clude that grievance would be removed; when they were
told by the chief governor, that they were not to be even
" molested." But to their great confusion, they were soon
undeceived, when they found upon trial, that the House of
Commons, would not bear the least motion towards it.

1 Wharton was appointed Lord Lieutenant on November 25th, 1708.
This Wharton is the Thomas, Lord Wharton, against whom Swift wrote
one of his bitterest and most personal attacks. He was the eldest son
of Philip, Lord Wharton, and was created a marquis by George I. He
died April I2th, 1715. The ballad of " Lillibullero " is attributed to
him. [T. S.]